


The sections that follow describe each of these components in
greater detail. A portion of the actions required to implement
this plan can be taken by EPD within its current statutory au-
thority and administrative procedures specified in the rules and
regulations promulgated to date by the Board of Natural Re-
sources. Other actions will require amendment of the rules and
regulations promulgated by Board of Natural Resources. Each
section generally contains a statement of policies followed by
specific implementation steps.

Guiding Policies

(1) In order to support the state’s economy, protect public
health and natural systems, and enhance citizens' quality
of life, Georgia must protect the ability of the state’s water
resources to meet all reasonable current and future water
needs of the state. These needs include the offstream and
instream uses that sustain the state's cities, counties, rural
communities, farms, businesses, industries, and the envi-
ronment.

(2) Georgia's surface waters have assimilative and water supply
capacities that govern their use for instream and offstream
purposes. Georgia’s groundwaters have similar capacities
that govern their use. Exceeding these capacities, or sup-
plementing them in ways that foreclose opportunities for
other users and uses, may have detrimental effects on cur-
rent and future users and on the health and well-being of
Georgians and natural systems.

(3) Water uses, wastewater discharges, runoff and various
management practices in one water source may affect the
assimilative and water supply capacities of hydrologically
connected water sources.

(4) "Water use” refers to the particular purposes or end uses
for which water is employed in Georgia, whether instream,
offstream or pumped from an aquifer. Water use includes
human consumption, irrigation and other farm uses, indus-
trial and commercial production, wastewater assimilation,
recreation, hydropower, habitat maintenance and species
protection, among others. “Water users” refers to those
within Georgia using the water such as water utilities, ho-
meowners, farmers, industries, and commercial businesses.
Georgia’s water resources will be managed to support wa-
ter uses related to both human needs and natural systems.

)

6)

Georgia’s Water Resources: A Blueprint for the Future

Water quality and quantity and surface and groundwater
are interrelated and require integrated planning as well as
reasonable and efficient use.

Water resources management must have a sound scientific
foundation and recognize that economic prosperity and
environmental quality are interdependent.

Improving the information base for water management
is critical to supporting current and future human use of
water and the needs of natural systems. While the informa-
tion base is being improved, management decisions must
be based on the best information available at the time and
on the laws, rules, plans, and administrative procedures in
place at the time. Water use and management, including
decisions regarding water permits, will proceed under these
terms as resource assessments are conducted and regional
water plans are developed.

(8) This water plan and subsequent regional Water Develop-

ment and Conservation Plans will be implemented in co-
ordination with current and future state plans, such as the
State Energy Strategy, that may affect water resources.

Georgia will work within existing mechanisms, and will seek
to develop new mechanisms, to foster effective interstate
management of the water resources shared with its state
neighbors to the north, south, east, and west.




